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(he Nat onal D-Day Me-
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by Barry L. Kauffman

in such a monumental event in
American history?

Bedford, Virginia was a town
of 3,200 residents I 19 \4 and
like many other places, had St

the best of its youth U

s e

lbll:' L'-H*t‘u. t-‘- Slat

es of Normandy on the French
coast June 6, 1944 to begin the
liberation of Europe from Nazi
Germany.

Why would this remote place
be chosen to honor the thou-
sands of men who participated
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;:jégro e sutvived by ;. %
owed mother, Ht‘lcm Wha .”
in 1995 at the age of 104 111
lowing hall a century 54 -‘L,’“f-
grar Mother. 'Old

PFC Eake DemarCO
ake was born ip i
ville, Schuylki Cosu&
onjanuary 1, 1955 . My,

' S(_')n] .

time before 1?30, he Was | e-

pelius in adopted by his Uncle, Am‘;g%ll}.
Bwfglg Marco, and his wife ]ennie, W};},
:;én M apparently came to AmeI'iCa 0

-+ 1P for the express In
i 1920 PUrpoge
gw dye marrying Arqe. o
11l be- The identity of Eake's

v on logical parents is unknown,
my he moved to Reading with hlilst

select-  adoptive parents who, by 194,

inthe  were living at 522 Weiser 5 ;.
eun- Reading. This was Eake De)y;.
fbe- co’s official residence on his ep.
se in listment records.

been He enlisted in the U.S. Army
Phil-  in Allentown on November 7,
the 1942 and was sent ¢ ~rseas with
ield  the U.S. 1st Divisic =. 16th In-
ing  fantry Regiment in ril, 1943.
‘0f  DeMarco participat: in the in-
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of Sicily in July, 1943 in
n battle he was awarded 3
" aze Star. Following that ac-

Eake s unit returned to En-

4 in December to prepare for
p,Da mvaSIOIl

on june 6, 1944, the 16th In-
Janded on Omaha Beach in
ﬂrst wave with German gun-

m[ung the landing craft. In
rder to avoid certain death from

e hall of bullets as the ramp
ed, many of the soldiers
- over the sides of the boat.
rl:unately the water wasn't

allow enough for the men to
al d and the heavy equipment

then' backpacks dragged them

""" ider the surf, drowning many
w they were able to free -
iemselves from their equipment. Rez‘f‘;
Aocordmg to regimental re-  Americ
foras, Private First Class Eake  couple
‘DeMarco was among those un-
lortunate men who drowned anc

. ; -_r reached the beach.




